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March 2019 Newsletter
Lots of Invitations!

In the last newsletter, I described my travel for support raising. That work has continued, in 
February, including a visit to Minnesota which was scheduled to coincide with a meeting for 
another purpose in Minneapolis. Thanks to the congregation of St. Paul’s in Perham, who gave
me a great warm welcome. I needed it, as there
was a blizzard involving temperatures below
zero, fifty mile an hour winds, and which
cancelled the meetings in Minneapolis and
closed things down for a few days. Can I call a
motel room and my mobile office for two days a
mini-vacation? Maybe by April it will be safe to
travel, as spring is gradually starting? No matter
the weather, I welcome your invitations and will
continue to pray that the Lord would raise up
supporting congregations, especially those
farther south.

Our work of being present on campus and in the community has faced some weather delays as
well. The first dinner and conversation evening was delayed by a snowstorm, but we managed 
to get it under way on Friday, March 1, with 16 people gathered in our home, AKA the 
Intergalactic Headquarters for Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry. Among those invited were 
several people who wanted to come but were not able due to work or illness. Everyone is 
invited!

Speaking of invitations, I have re-involved myself in English coaching. 
Remember that on-site pastoral care is central to Wittenberg Door Campus 
Ministry’s identity? One man who came to me for English help told me that 
priests in the country he fled to as a refugee in his teens were the people who 
not only taught him English but introduced him to Christ and helped him 
find is way in the society. That’s what I do! Isn’t it “bait and switch?” No, you 
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still get as much English as you want, but I can help you with other things as well. Again, 
everyone is invited!

Please pray for Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry as we seek to develop an cohesive identity 
among the many people we work with. They all have gifts, they all have needs. We would like 
to see them forming a distinctive community as part of Wittenberg Door. Together, by God’s 
mercy, we believe we can have a greater and greater impact for Christ in our community. 

Wittenberg Door Financial Update
Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry is
entirely funded by the generosity of
individuals and groups who want to help
us bring on-site pastoral care to our
campuses. This year we are asking for help
with housing and medical care expenses,
aside from the regular operating expenses
of the ministry. For that reason we’re
asking for about $60,000.00 from our
supporters. So far, we’ve brought in almost
$5,600. This is up considerably from last
month’s update. But there’s still a long way
to go. Giving is easy! Simply visit our
website at www.wittenbergcomo.com or our
fundraising site at 
https://www.gofundme.com/wittenberg-door-campus-ministry-2019 .  I’m always glad to tell church 
groups about what we do to make a difference on our local campuses and around the world.
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Uganda Update:
For several months I’ve told you about our
friend Alice in Uganda, who has been having
ongoing treatment for a brain tumor. She’s
improving month by month, and the doctor
hopes that she might be released from
treatment by the end of this calendar year. If
you wish to contribute to her care, it costs
about $2,200 per month. A link to give
follows.  https://www.gofundme.com/alice-
waako-brain-surgery

Alice’s husband, Simon Peter, is a pastor and a leader of other Lutheran pastors in the rural 
area around Jinja, Uganda, as well as in the Kaliro district. Last month I told you about a 
special dinner he arranged for many orphaned children in his area. I asked him some 
questions about his work, both in the local church and with the schools he has founded. I’d 
like to share some of his answers with you. I’ve edited the answers a little for smooth English.

Nakabango Lutheran Church started in 1993. It is the first Lutheran congregation to be 
started in Uganda. I became a member of Nakabango Sunday school. Later I attended  
catechism class and was confirmed. I joined the leadership class in 1997, then joined 
Theological Education by extension which I completed in 1999. I served as an evangelist and 
planted many congregations under Nakabango. I joined the seminary in 2008 and graduated 
in 2013 from Matongo Lutheran Theological Seminary. When I came back I wanted to put my 
studies, especially about ministry to children, into practice. I re-established Children for 
Christ Outreach Ministries Uganda. This is an outreach program which I had designed in 
2006 to help bring the children and the youth to the Church. We later extended this work to 
other villages including Kaliro.

The community of Kaliro has about 500,000 people. 
When we started working there we found many 
orphans. Kaliro has been heavily affected by the HIV/
AIDS epidemic and therefore these children faced a 
lot of challenges.

They were not attending schools because of the 
poverty level of their guardians. Some of these 
children lost both of their parents and live with 
elderly people who are not able to meet their needs. 
Food, clothing, medication and education are in very 
short supply. Most of the people within this 
community are illiterate.
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In order to help the children become responsible citizens in the future, there was need for a 
school. Therefore we decided to start a school because it was very important to this 
community. As much as we direct them towards God, we also need to give them a formal 
education.

All social services are too far to be accessed by the community members. The government 
health centers and schools are a significant distance from Kaliro. If a child were to attend the 
government school in the neighboring district, he would have to start walking by 5:00 am in 
order to make it to school by 7:00 am. With all these factors, I saw it as necessary for this 
community to have a school alongside the church.  Even while  I continue with their spiritual 
nourishment, their health and future also need to be built. It’s only through education that we 
can give the children in this community a bright future. 

Because illiteracy, poverty, and health are the major
challenges here, the school’s health centers will
benefit the community as a whole. A quarter of the
children in the community of Kaliro are orphans and
the rest of the children live in extreme poverty. Since
this community is poor and there is so much
illiteracy, we decided to form the school so that the
children here can have school near them. The school
will eventually benefit about 900 children. Right now
the school has 250 registered children and we
continue registering. It currently runs from nursery
to primary five.

We are working to develop a sponsorship program so as to help meet the challenges of school 
fees. The school right now needs school fees for the kids, teachers’ salary, food for the kids, 
completion of the temporary school structure, and textbooks. 

Thank you for your interest in our work here. May God bless you all.

Pastor Simon Peter



Upcoming Activities:

Mondays at 11:00 – Bible Study at Cedarhurst (formerly Provision Living)
Tuesdays at 5:30pm – Real God, Real Answers - at The Heidelberg Restaurant
Thursdays at 12:00 – Bible Discussion at Mizzou Student Center
Alternating Fridays from 6-8 pm – Dinner and Conversation Night

Friday, March 15 – 6-8 pm Dinner and Conversation at Spotts House
March 24-31 – Mizzou Spring Break – Field Day Fun Day TBA
Friday, March 29 – 6-8 pm Dinner and Conversation at Spotts House (unless we are on a field day)

During the season of Lent, many local congregations have special services Wednesdays at noon and 
seven p.m. This is a great time to recommit to assembling together with Christians for worship and 
prayer.

We always have something new at the website, the blog, and the activities calendar. 
Please be a friend on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. If you’re in Columbia, let’s get 
together on or near campus. Go to https://www.wittenbergcomo.com/support-us.html 
to provide financial support. The Wittenberg Door 300 needs you!
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