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What Is Truth?
As we move to the end of the Lenten season and toward the season of Easter, our thoughts
fairly naturally move to the Gospels, and specifically the narratives about the arrest, trial,
execution, and resurrection of Jesus. It is in one of the trials of Jesus that we come across an
important question, which is also one of the four foundational concepts that identifies
Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry. In John 18:38, Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, has
just been told by Jesus that he testifies to the truth and that everyone who sides with the truth
needs to hear Jesus’ words. Pilate’s response, almost seeming to represent a throwing up of
his hands in frustration, is to ask, “What is truth?”
This is a fascinating question, fascinating
because it has changed in its meaning
over time. Pilate, and really everyone
around at his time, was well aware of the
implications of truth claims. Even though
some things seemed to defy logic, even
though some things were counterintuitive, he recognized that there was
truth. In the confrontation with Jesus,
the question was whether there was a
compelling reason that Pilate and his
government should execute Jesus. His
alleged crimes were not clear to Pilate and when he had asked about the crimes, he was
essentially told, “Trust us, he needs to die.” That isn’t exactly the kind of truth claim a
governor wants to trust. Pilate would really have liked to hear testimony that he could
evaluate and use to reach a wise decision. That kind of truth is out there.
The concept of truth being stable and definitive remained prevalent for centuries. However, in
the late 20th century, with the advent of postmodern philosophy, it became more common for
people to define truth in terms of their own personal preferences. We began hearing that
something can be “true for me” or “true for you.” Although this makes little logical sense and
has dreadful implications, it has become fairly normal. A generation of young people has come
to think of truth as something which can be individualized. By this pattern, Jesus might be
innocent in his own eyes, that would be his truth, but Pilate might be rightly convinced that
Jesus is guilty, and that would also be true, but it would be Pilate’s truth. When the different
truth claims run into one another they will necessarily cause conflict.

What is truth? Christianity has historically operated with the assertion that there is truth, that
it is universal, and that it can be understood, at least insofar as it is necessary to understand it.
Of all the world religions, Christianity is the one which is based on the truth claim that Jesus
is at once man and God, that Jesus was executed in the setting described in the canonical
Gospels, and that he was discovered to be risen from the dead a few days later, and that he
appeared to individuals and groups of people for several weeks afterward. There’s a thorough
description of it written in 1
Corinthians 15, where the apostle
Paul spoke to the fact that many of
the eyewitnesses of the
resurrection were still living and
would be happy to tell about what
they saw. Despite the fact that the
Romans or the Jews could have
ended the Christian religion right
away by producing a dead body of
Jesus, they were never able to do
so. The truth claims of the
resurrection are a foundational
and factual basis for Christianity,
something that other religions are
simply lacking.
Based on these real, historical
events, Christians will affirm that
the other claims of Jesus seem
almost certain to be true. After all,
he said he would rise from the
dead, something patently
impossible, then he did rise from
the dead. So what will be too
difficult for Jesus to accomplish?
Nothing. We trust that if he promised to do something, he is able and willing to do it.
Christianity claims that there is truth, that it can be understood, and that the truth of the
resurrection of Jesus is good news for every human ever born. Jesus says that all who look to
him in faith will be forgiven of their sins and have new life. We take Jesus at his word. May the
truth be done in our lives.

Wittenberg Door Financial Update

Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry is entirely funded by the generosity of individuals and
groups who want to help us bring on-site pastoral care to our campuses. This year we are
asking for help with housing and medical care expenses, aside from the regular operating
expenses of the ministry. For that reason we’re asking for about $60,000.00 from our
supporters. So far, we’ve brought in almost $7,000. This is up considerably from last month’s
update. But there’s still a long way to go. Giving is easy! Simply visit our website at

www.wittenbergcomo.com or our fundraising site at https://www.gofundme.com/wittenberg-doorcampus-ministry-2019 . I’ve got some upcoming opportunties to tell local churches about this
ministry. Is yours on the list? Let’s get it moving! I’m always glad to tell church groups about
what we do to make a difference on our local campuses and around the world.

Uganda Update:
Our friend Alice in Uganda seems to be doing very well. I had an
opportunity to speak with her and with her husband, Simon
Peter, recently. As I am writing this, she is on her monthly trip to
Nairobi to see her physician and have the remains of her brain
tumor evaluated. The doctor hopes that she might be released
from treatment by the end of this calendar year. If you wish to
contribute to her care, it costs about $2,200 per month. A link to
give follows. https://www.gofundme.com/alice-waako-brain-surgery
Alice’s husband, Simon Peter, is a pastor and a leader of other Lutheran pastors in the rural
area around in the Kaliro district. He formerly worked with a thriving church congregation in
the area of Jinja, but has moved to more of a pioneering work. Last month I gave you some of
what he has told me about the work of planting a church and schools. This month I have
something very exciting to tell you. In partnership with our friends at Love, Uganda, I’ll have
the opportunity to go and see Simon Peter’s work up close and personally in January of 2020.
With a team of about eight people, we’ll visit the orphans in the community, make sure that
Love, Uganda has as accurate information about the people they are supporting as possible,
bring some clothing, school supplies, and other helpful things to the community, and engage
in some education and training. One member of our team has experience in subsistence
farming and goat husbandry, so we plan to purchase a herd of goats and train their new
owners how to care for them, providing milk for their families. I have also been asked to teach
a 20 hour course on Lutheran Christian distinctives for some of the people Simon Peter is
training in ministry, as well as pastors of other churches in the region. This will be a great
opportunity to build bridges with our brothers and sisters in Christ in another part of the
world. Please pray for this work and remember the trip as you consider giving. I’ll be sure to
provide more information in upcoming newsletters.

Upcoming Activities:
Tuesdays at 5:30pm – Real God, Real Answers - at The Heidelberg Restaurant
Thursdays at 12:00 – Bible Discussion at Mizzou Student Center
Alternating Fridays from 6-8 pm – Dinner and Conversation Night
Sunday, April 7 – Hold the Line Conference, Chetek, WI
Friday, April 12 – 6-8 pm Dinner and Conversation at Spotts House
Thursday, April 18, Friday, April 19, Sunday April 21 – special church services for the end of Lent and
the beginning of Easter
Friday, April 26 – 6-8 pm Dinner and Conversation at Spotts House
Sunday, April 28 – Special church service 10 a.m. followed by Brazilian Barbecue at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Mexico, Missouri. Special Guest Robert Kolb, a distinguished Lutheran scholar.
Friday, May 10 – 6-8 pm Dinner and Conversation on the tailgate at Rock Bridge State Park
Sunday, May 12 – Pastor Ben Baker Ordination and Installation, Traer, IA
Sunday, May 19 – Pastor Spotts at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stringtown, MO
We always have something new at the website, the blog, and the activities calendar.
Please be a friend on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. If you’re in Columbia, let’s get
together on or near campus. Go to https://www.wittenbergcomo.com/support-us.html
to provide financial support. The Wittenberg Door 300 needs you!

