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Both Open and Closed

Ephesians 5:15-16 brings this command from the apostle Paul, “See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” We are 
definitely facing some days that are evil. Last month I described how our society in general 
and our ministry at Wittenberg Door specifically stopped many specific activities which we 
had been using to bring the love and grace of Christ to our community. As the academic 
communities closed their doors and the students, faculty, and staff went home to find shelter, 
we really had very few alternatives but to seem dormant.

Yet the Gospel does not rest. The work of Christian care does not take time off. Especially 
during times of hardship we are busy about the work of loving and serving our neighbors. The 
pandemic has spurred many churches and parachurch ministries to a level of creativity they 
have never needed in the past. Really, never. We have not had an opportunity such as this, 
ever, in all of history. We have a unique ability to bring Christ and His answers to those who 
are suffering loss, who are fearful for their businesses, their families, even their lives. But we 
face a barrier called “isolation” and “social distancing.” How are we going to cope with it?

We walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming 
the time. We take advantage of social media which cannot 
deliver an infection to another person, thus loving our 
neighbor. We place phone calls. Remember those? I 
recently heard that telephone networks are seeing an 
explosion in actual voice calls, with daily traffic equal to 
that previously seen only on Mother’s Day. There’s 
something important about speaking to someone else, 
hearing the voice, and receiving comfort from the 
knowledge that your friend cares for you. If we are 
temporarily stopped from gathering as whole congregations
together to receive Word and Sacrament, many churches 
have been more involved in broadcasting, streaming, and 
rearranging things so as to have multiple small services 
offered, sometimes outside, where infection seems much 
less likely to spread. Many pastors are delivering the 
Sacrament in drive-through settings, bringing God’s grace 
to one family unit in a car at a time.
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There’s a good deal of creativity going on here. What’s Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry 
been doing? We are working in several ways to bring the Gospel to our community.

First, we’re staying in contact with all of our participants, as well as we can, via telephone, 
text, and email. As you know, I’ve been working with the men of Beta Sigma Psi for several 
years. In the past few weeks I’ve received unsolicited Facebook friend requests from one or 
two of them each week. Glad to be here for you! As we push toward the time when campuses 
would be emptying for the summer, we’re actually looking at the possibility of better and more
contact with participants between terms than ever before.

We’ve come up with a name for that Thursday Bible study. It’s about time. The campus or 
near campus lunchtime Bible study is the oldest activity Wittenberg Door has. We started it, if
I recall, in the spring of 2015, before we were really ready to launch. We now have Lunch and 
Learn, Thursdays at 1 p.m. Central, both on Zoom and normally broadcast on Facebook Live. 
The prompt questions are always posted at www.wittenbergcomo.com and that’s also where 
you will find a link to join the discussion. Afterward, we post the recording as well. How will 
this look when the campuses are open again? I guess I’ll be using my phone as a hotspot and 
running the meeting just the same but hopefully with some face to face participants as well.

We’ve started having a Saturday Matins service at 11 a.m. Central. The Matins service is a 
simple yet traditional and meaningful time of worship, Scripture, and prayers, in a basic 
format dating back over a thousand years. We’re following the traditional Scripture readings 
and, if the Saturday happens to be a commemoration or other holiday normally recognized by 
Lutherans, we also recognize that day. It’s a good time! As with the Lunch and Learn, we are 
on Zoom and Facebook, with the service order and all displayed in the Zoom conference. 
Everything is available on the website. As campuses open again, this one may be more 
difficult, because it would be nice to find a chapel or some other place for gathering. We 
haven’t worked that one out yet. Give us time. We can be creative!

We’re probably going to re-start our Mere Christianity
discussion group in the very near future, but likely on
Thursdays. Again, we’ll have an online element added to
the face to face opportunity. We’re waiting on our friends at
The Heidelberg to start having customer seating, preferably
on the rooftop patio. This is a way we can serve our
neighbors who are in business by being their customers
while still engaging in the work of ministry that is more
specifically related to our calling in Christ. Again, we want
to do this “not as fools but as wise.” We want to guard as
many areas of other people’s well being as we can.

In the meantime, since financial support is a little bit off, and since it never was quite as solid 
as I wanted, and since in person support raising has come to a halt, I thought about ways to 
boost income. Several options seemed obvious prior to March, but those which involve doing 
chaplaincy work or more pulpit fills have been closed down. I was talking with a friend who is 
in the grocery business, though. He said he was having some trouble keeping up with the 
additional load of employees needed for cleaning, sanitizing, stocking, and getting food and 
other supplies from the suppliers to people’s homes. I’m now working part time in his store, 
trying to encourage others, bringing calm and cheer into the environment, and loving and 
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serving my neighbor by preserving access to the things families need. 

So, in short, Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry is open for business! We may not be doing 
things quite the way we have done them in the past. But we are working to redeem the time, 
even in these evil days.

Wittenberg Door Financial Update

All right. I am not going to try to include any graphic on this. I will admit that is not an area in
which God has blessed me. You really don’t want to see my attempt at drawing a chart.

Giving in the month of April has been surprisingly strong! Thanks to an unexpected additional
gift of $500 from the Commission on American Missions, along with the fact that ministry 
expenses have been very low for the past six weeks, we’re moving along well. Regular donors 
have remained regular! Thank you so very much!! 

We still need additional contributors. Our goal remains to have a total of about 300 monthly 
individual contributors or about 30 churches or organizations, each representing about the 
equivalent of 10 monthly donors. We are realistically about at 60% of the support level we 
need to be responsible in the long run. We’ve made it thus far, by God’s grace, for which we 
are thankful.

If you or people you know want to support the work of bringing on-site, face to face, pastoral 
care to our academic communities, please consider making Wittenberg Door a part of your 
regular charitable giving. Wittenberg Door Campus Ministry is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Your contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Checks 
mailed to us are deposited with no commission paid to any intermediary. Most of our 
contributions are actually received this way, but we can receive funds sent through Paypal or 
Google Pay as well. Giving is easy! Simply visit our website at www.wittenbergcomo.com and 
click on “about” and “support us.” 

Uganda Update:

As I reported last month, the pandemic was present in Uganda. The naiton 
is still largely shut down, with schools not set to re-open at least for a 
while. Food prices have been increasing significantly, and people who are 
normally working for pay have mostly been unable to work.

Think things couldn’t get much worse? Did you hear about the locust 
infestation earlier this year in Kenya? That’s just east of Uganda. Sadly, the little winged 
critters don’t seem to care much about national borders. They are following their hunger. 
Because of the pandemic restrictions in Uganda and Kenya, efforts to attack the locust 
problem have been hindered as well. In short, things look very difficult, from an earthly 
perspective.
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The good news is that many Christian organizations,
including the one Pastor Simon Peter works with, 
have been able to distribute food to some of the 
needy people. Rather than trying to bring in a truck 
full of supplies, which will attract a crowd, they are 
dropping family-size supplies at individual homes, 
often using a “boda boda” - because you can carry 
anything on a motorcycle. This helps prevent people 
from hoarding supplies and then re-selling them to 
people at exorbitant prices. It gets the supplies right 
to their actual destination.

Our friend Alice managed to get her medication in 
Uganda last month, rather than travel to Kenya, 
which was prohibited. This month she will see her 
doctor in Kenya, but because of travel restrictions, 
she is being transported to the doctor in an 
ambulance, which will be able to cross the border. 
Thankfully, her supporters have continued to 
provide enough money for ongoing treatment. If you
wish to make a donation for her care, she is 
Wittenberg Door’s current benevolence recipient. 
Simply give at our website or mail a check and 
designate it to go into our benevolence fund.
 

Upcoming Activities:

Thursdays at 1:00 pm – Lunch and Learn Bible discussion via Zoom
Thursdays 7:00 pm Greek 2 at the American Lutheran Theological Seminary  
Saturdays 11:00 am Matins service via Zoom

We always have something new at the website, the blog, and the activities calendar. Please be a 
friend on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. If you’re in Columbia, let’s get together on or near 
campus. Go to https://www.wittenbergcomo.com/support-us.html to provide financial support. 
The Wittenberg Door 300 needs you!
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